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Erfurt, but nothing in favour of the Russian marriage was forth-
coming, and he grew still more angry with the Emperor of the
French and Montgelas. Certainly those two had worked against his
plans. Indiscreet and impulsive as ever, the Prince expressed his
views openly: 'A plan is probably being hatched to marry me off
to some Frenchwoman, but nothing will ever come of it.' From
another source the Crown Prince heard that Napoleon had, at
Erfurt, expressed anger to his father at Ludwig's extraordinary
utterances, particularly when he was in Switzerland, and had said
that under such circumstances he could have little confidence in
him.1 Count Frohberg-Montjoye paid a visit to Stadion: The
Crown Prince is uneasy, he does not expect anything good from
Napoleon, so he is taking the precaution of looking around for
protection and is counting on the Court of Vienna.'

In the meantime there came the unexpected news from the
Chevalier de Bray in St. Petersburg that the Grand Duchess
Katharina was to marry the second son of the reigning house of
Oldenburg. De Bray had worked in Russia to favour the Crown
Prince's plans although he was in opposition to his Government
in this matter, and he now attempted to sweeten the bitter pill by
disclosures concerning the Grand Duchess.2 'Her choice of her
cousin of Oldenburg, for whom she conceived an overwhelming
passion, shows her bad taste. The Grand Duchess, as a matter of
fact, is too masculine in her behaviour and not at all beautiful,
although she has a fine figure. ... I can assure Your Highness
that you would have run a great risk in seeking happiness with
her ... As regards Napoleon, there is no doubt that he was not in
favour of your marriage, but he did nothing to prevent it/

The Crown Prince of Bavaria did not believe that; he knew the
Corsican better. The news of the engagement made a profound
impression upon Ludwig. Furiously he exclaimed: 'That is
another trick Napoleon has played on me. I know quite
well that he wants to ruin me.' It was impossible for him to
restrain himself any further, and he made his desperate plight
clear to Adjutant Montjoye and to Pappenheim: 'Go to Stadion
and find out whether, under certain conditions, I could count on
Austria and the Imperial Court if I should find myself in a perilous
position through Napoleon's ill-will. I am bound to a system which

1  Graf Stadion to Vienna, Munich, 26th October, 1808.   Vienna St.A.

2  Chevalier de Bray to Crown Prince Ludwig, St. Petersburg, 10th November,
1808.   Munich H.A.